
 

UIHC Post-Partum Hemorrhage Management Plan  

 

Main OR Charge Nurse: 36400                                  OB Emergency pager group 6777 (OB Chief, OB Staff, Anesthesia Resident, Anesthesia Staff): indicate “PPH, NICU not needed” 

Cell Salvage:  pager group “Perfusion”                     Blood bank: 62561 

IR for uterine artery embolization: pager 5390 
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Rate of Oxytocin Administration after Delivery (30 Units Oxytocin/500 mL)  

for Prophylaxis and Treatment of Postpartum Hemorrhage  
 

Time after delivery Vaginal Delivery Cesarean Delivery 
without Labor 

Cesarean Delivery with 
Labor 

First hour 
(prophylaxis) 

300 mL/hour 300 mL/hour 600 mL/hour until 
fascia closed, then 300 
mL/hour 

Second hour 
(prophylaxis) 

150 mL/hour 150 mL/hour 150 mL/hour 

If no IV (prophylaxis) 10 units oxytocin IM   
If uterine atony 
(treatment) 

Increase rate to 600 
mL/hour for 1 hour, 
followed by 150 
mL/hour for 1 hour 

Increase rate to 600 
mL/hour for 1 hour, 
followed by 150 
mL/hour for 1 hour 

Increase rate to 600 
mL/hour for 1 hour, 
followed by 150 
mL/hour for 1 hour 

     150 mL/hr = 9 units, 300 mL/hr = 18 units, 600 mL/hr = 36 units 

 
Treatment of Postpartum Hemorrhage  

 

Order of Use if not 
contraindicated 

Drug Dose, frequency Contraindications Side Effects 

Prophylactic doses 
for all patients; 1st 
line for treatment 

oxytocin (Pitocin) See chart above Hypersensitivity. Hypotension and 
tachycardia with 
high doses 
especially IV push, 
hyponatremia with 
prolonged infusion 

2nd line for 
treatment 

methylergonovine 
(Methergine) 

0.2 mg IM every 2 
to 4 hours 

Hypersensitivity. 
Hypertension, 
preeclampsia, or 
heart disease. 
Multiple doses of 
ephedrine given. 
Use of protease 
inhibitors. 

Nausea, vomiting, 
hypertension, 
coronary artery 
spasm 

3rd line for 
treatment 

carboprost 
(Hemabate) 

250 mcg IM or intra- 
myometrial every 
15 to 90 minutes; 
maximum of 2 mg 

Hypersensitivity. 
Active pulmonary 
disease (e.g. 
asthma), cardiac 
disease, renal 
disease, or hepatic 
disease. 

Nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, fever, 
hypertension, 
headache, 
bronchospasm 

4th line for 
treatment 

misoprostol 
(Cytotec) 

400 mcg sublingual 
or 1000 mcg rectal 

Hypersensitivity. Nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, fever, 
headache 

 


