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	Policy and Procedure Manual

	Engineering Services – Operation Instructions Isolation Suite 
AHU #20                                                                                             C-350
                                         



	SUBJECT/TITLE:
	RCP AHU #20 Isolation Suite Mode of Operation Instructions

	
	

	PURPOSE:
	To properly operate AHU #20 Isolation Suite  


A. PROCEDURE:


1. Notice: DO NOT switch the AHU to the Isolation Suite Mode or back to Normal Operation without first receiving authorization from a Nursing Associate Director and/or the Program of Epidemiology. Changing the mode of operation without proper authorization may put patients at risk.


2. The AHU and terminal air boxes will change from normal operation to isolation suite mode on a manual switch over activated by insertion of a blast gate into the return duct. There is a whisker switch that is located above the blast gate access door that is normally closed (whisker under the closed access door) and is released when the access door is opened to insert the blast gate. When the blast gate is inserted into the return duct, it closes off the return air path to the mixed air plenum. The first operation is for the system to go to a pre-isolation state where the air handling system operates at 100% outdoor air. The return damper will close, the outdoor air and relief dampers will be fully open, and the VFD’s will ramp up to provide higher air change rates. Air flow rates for the terminal air boxes serving the patient rooms are increased and the increased return fan speed creates a negative room pressure relative to the corridor. There are negative (NEG) lights at each patient room location that will be activated to show that the system is in the isolation suite mode. The patient room doors must remain closed.


3. The removal of the blast gate and returning the whisker switch to the normally closed position (whisker under the closed access door) will automatically return the system to its normal operation mode. Air flow rates in the patient rooms will return to normal and the negative lights will be de-activated.

Related and Supporting Documentation

•
Utilities Management Program, Engineering Services Policy C-001

•
Safety Reference Cards

•
On Call and Call Back Procedures, Engineering Services Policy A-115
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