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Useful Reviews 

 “The porcine immune system”  

The latest contribution to basic veterinary immunology is Vol. 33 of Developmental and 
Comparative Immunology (2009) edited by Artur Summerfield. The volume is a 
collection of thirteen mini-reviews covering the gauntlet of swine immunology. It should 
serve students, investigators and veterinarians as a valuable reference for some time to 
come. 
 “The piglet as a model for immune system development” 

Volume 128 of Veterinary Immunology and Immunopathology (2009) contains a lengthy 
review (pp147-170) by > 20 contributors that details the history and methods used for the 
development of various piglet models used in studies on developmental immunology. 
These models have provided valuable data that have helped to define: (a) the process of 
maternal to fetal/neonatal passive immunity, (b) the role of bacterial colonization and 
PAMPs in the development of immunocompetence, (c) the direct impact of viral 
infection on the neonatal immune system and (d) the development of the T and B cell 
repertoire during fetal life. 
 
 “ Advances in swine biomedical model genomics” 
This review by Joan Lunney in Volume 3 of the International Journal of Biological 
Sciences (pp 179-184; 2007 ) summarizes large numbers of swine research models. This 
should be a valuable guide to workers in the veterinary as well as human medical 
fields.http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fdgi?tool+ubmed&pubmedid+173
84736. 
  
 “Mucosal immunology in domestic animals” 
A special issue of Veterinary Research ( Vol. 37: 255-540; 2006) edited by K. Haverson, 
B. Charley and M. Bailey is comprised of 15 chapters that cover topics ranging from 
structure of the immune system of veterinary species, reviews on innate and adaptive 
immunity to practical considerations in mucosal immunizations. 


