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Orientation to PhD Training 
Kelch Conference Room – 1289 Carver Biomedical Research Building (CBRB) 
 
9:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
  
9:30 a.m. Information Tables - PhD Training Programs (lobby area) 
  
10:00 a.m. Welcome  
 Benita Wolff 
 Associate Dean for Diversity 
  
10:10 a.m. Unique Research Opportunities at the Carver College of Medicine 
 Madeline Shea, PhD 
 Professor of Biochemistry  
 Director, FUTURE in Biomedicine Program 
  
10:30 a.m. Just What the PhD Ordered:  Qualities We Seek in Applicants to our Doctoral 

Programs 
 Gail Bishop, PhD 

Professor, Microbiology  
 Other Affiliations: Internal Medicine, Molecular & Cellular Biology, Director, 

Immunology Graduate Program 
  
 Nicholas Zavazava, MD, PhD 

Professor, Internal Medicine 
 Other Affiliations: Immunology 
  
10:45 a.m. Admissions Procedures from A – Z 

Robert Cornell, PhD 
Associate Professor, Anatomy & Cell Biology  

 Other Affiliations: Genetics, Neuroscience  
  
11:00 a.m. BREAK 
  
11:15 a.m. I Completed My PhD:  What Are My Career Opportunities? 
 Michael G. Anderson, PhD 

Assistant Professor, Molecular Physiology & Biophysics 
 Other Affiliations: Genetics, Neuroscience 
  
 Jennifer Boddicker, PhD 

Instructor, Department of Microbiology  
  
11:30 a.m. Been There, Done That:  A Graduate Student Panel’s Perspective on the 

Application and Interview Process 
 Angela Arensdorf - Clarke ’08, BS, Biology 

Uche Maduka - UNI ’06, BA, Biotechnology 
Emily Petruccelli - St. Ambrose ’07, BS. Biology 
Levi Sowers - Univ of Iowa ’08, BS, Biochemistry 
Rebecca Taugher - Loras College ’08, BS, Biological Research   
Jessica Viner - Wartburg ’08, BS, Biochemistry  

  
12:00 p.m.  Lunch – Kelch Conference Room (1289 CBRB) 
  
12:40 p.m. Escorted to MERF for Scientific Talks 
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Scientific Talks 
Classrooms – Medical Education & Research Facility (MERF) 
  
 
12:45 -1:00 PM 
Room 2126 Charles Brenner, PhD, Professor, Head, Biochemistry 
 Other Affiliations: Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 Counting Calories with NAD:  New Biosynthetic Pathways for Life, Death and 

Aging 
  
Room 2136 Dana Levasseur, PhD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine 
 Other Affiliations: Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 Molecular Cornerstones that regulate embryonic stem cell function 
  
Room 2156 Markus Kuehn, PhD, Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences 
 Other Affiliations: Genetics 
 Neuroinflammation in Ocular Disease 
  
1:00 – 1:15 PM  
Room 2126 Stefan Strack, PhD, Associate Professor, Pharmacology 
 Other Affiliations: Neuroscience, Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 Regulation of mitochondrial fission/fusion in neuronal life and death decisions 
  
Room 2136 John Kirby, PhD, Associate Professor, Microbiology 
 Other Affiliations: Genetics 
 Regulation of Biofilm Formation in Bacteria 
  
Room 2156 Lori Wallrath, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry 
 Other Affiliations:  Genetics, Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 Epigenetic regulation of breast cancer metastasis 
  
1:15 – 1:30 PM  
Room 2126 Tina Tootle, PhD, Assistant Professor, Anatomy & Cell Biology 
 Other Affiliations: Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 What is aspirin really doing? 
  
Room 2136 Jonathan Heusel, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pathology 
 Other Affiliations: Immunology 
 Natural Killer cells in the integrated immune response to influenza virus 

infection 
  
Room 2156 Christopher Benson, MD, Associate Professor, Internal Medicine 
 Other Affiliations: Neuroscience 
 Understanding the role of cardiac sensory neurons in cardiac disease 
  
12:45 – 1:30 p.m. Admissions Committee Members Available for Q&A  
Room 2166 David Price, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry 
 Other Affiliations:  Molecular & Cellular Biology 
  
 Jon Houtman, PhD, Assistant Professor, Microbiology 
 Other Affiliations: Molecular & Cellular Biology, Immunology 
  
 Terry Braun, PhD, Associate Professor, Biomedical Engineering 
 Other Affiliations: Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences, Bioinformatics & Computational 

Biology, Genetics   
  
 Glenn Williams, MPT, ATC, CSCS, Assistant Professor, Physical Therapy and 

Rehabilitation Science 
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Scientific Talks 
 
     
 2126 

MERF 
2136 

MERF 
2156  

MERF 
2166 

MERF 

12:45 PM 
Charles Brenner, PhD 

Professor, Head, 
Biochemistry 

Dana Levasseur, PhD 
Assistant Professor  
Internal Medicine 

Markus Kuehn, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

Ophthalmology & Visual 
Sciences 

1:00 PM 
Stefan Strack, PhD 
Associate Professor 

Pharmacology 

John Kirby, PhD  
Associate Professor 

Microbiology 

Lori Wallrath, PhD  
Professor 

Biochemistry 

1:15 PM 
Tina Tootle, PhD 

Assistant Professor 
Anatomy & Cell Biology 

Jonathan Heusel, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor  

Pathology 

Chris Benson, MD 
Associate Professor 

Internal Medicine 

Admissions 
Committee 
Members  
Available  

for  
Q&A 

 
 
 
Core Tours 
Depart from lobby outside Kelch Conference Room – 1289 Carver Biomedical Research Bldg. 
 

Escorts 

Britnie Spaunhorst 
Immunology Trainee 

 
Trenton Place 

Molecular & Cellular 
Biology Trainee 

 
Tyson Shepherd 

Biochemistry Trainee
 

Peter Scarbrough 
Free Radical & 

Radiation Biology 
Trainee 

 
Jeremiah Johnson 
Microbiology Trainee 

 
Courtney Galle 

Molecular & Cellular 
Biology Trainee 

 

Mike Feldkamp 
Biochemistry Trainee 

 
Cynthia Darnell 

Microbiology Trainee 

     
 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 

1:30 – 1:45  Bishop Lab 
2219 MERF 

Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance Facility 

B291 CBRB 
Liping Yu 

Central Microscopy 
Research Facility 

85 EMRB 
Jonas Baltrusaitis 

Protein Crystallography 
Facility 

4-611 BSB 
Lokesh Gakhar 

1:50 – 2:05  
DNA Facility 
323 EMRB 

Kevin Knudtson 

Klingelhutz Lab 
2216 MERF 

Protein Crystallography 
Facility 

4-611 BSB 
Lokesh Gakhar 

Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance Facility 

B291 CBRB 
Liping Yu 

2:10 – 2:25  
Flow Cytometry Facility 

48 EMRB 
Justin Fishbaugh 

Central Microscopy 
Research Facility 

85 EMRB 
Jonas Baltrusaitis 

Elcock Lab 
4-511 BSB 

G. Weiner Lab 
5216 MERF 

2:30 PM Return to Kelch Conference Room (1289 CBRB) 
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Map 
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Contact Information 
 
 

Conference Program 
Faculty Chair: Madeline Shea, PhD, Professor of Biochemistry 

 Director, FUTURE in Biomedicine Program 
 4-450 BSB, (319) 335-7885, madeline-shea@uiowa.edu 

Coordinator: Jodi Graff, MA, Program Associate, Biosciences Program 
 1178 ML, (319) 335-8305, jodi-graff@uiowa.edu 

Assistant: Katie Schnedler, 1187 ML, (319) 335-8306, katie-schnedler@uiowa.edu 
  

Anatomy & Cell Biology 
 1-100 BSB, (319) 335-7753, http://www.anatomy.uiowa.edu/ 

Head: John Engelhardt, PhD, Professor of Anatomy & Cell Biology 
 1-100 BSB, john-engelhardt@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Rich Roller, PhD, Professor of Microbiology 
 3-432 BSB, (319) 335-9958, richard-roller@uiowa.edu 

Departmental Assistant: Julie Stark, 1-100 BSB, (319) 335-7744, julie-stark@uiowa.edu 
  

Biochemistry 
 4-403 BSB, (319) 335-7932, http://www.biochem.uiowa.edu/ 

Head: Charles Brenner, PhD, Professor of Biochemistry 
 4-352 BSB, charles-brenner@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: David Price, PhD, Professor of Biochemistry 
 3130 MERF, (319) 335-7910, david-price@uiowa.edu 

Departmental Assistant: Janis Shields, 4-403 BSB, (319) 335-7933, janis-shields@uiowa.edu 
 

Biology 
 143 BB, (319) 335-1050, http://www.biology.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Bernd Fritzsch, PhD, Professor of Biology 
 143 BB, bernd-fritzsch@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Chi-Lien Chen, PhD, Associate Professor of Biology 
 214 BB, (319) 335-2583, chi-lien-cheng@uiowa.edu 

Departmental Assistant: Phil Ecklund, 142 BB, (319) 335-1092, phil-ecklund@uiowa.edu 
  
Biosciences Program  
 1178 ML, (319) 335-8305, http://www.healthcare.uiowa.edu/biosciences/ 

Director: Andrew Russo, PhD, Professor of Molecular Physiology & Biophysics 
 5-432 BSB, andrew-russo@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Rich Roller, PhD, Professor of Microbiology 
 3-432 BSB, (319) 335-9958, richard-roller@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Jodi Graff, M.A., 1178 ML, (319) 335-8305, biosciences@uiowa.edu 
  
 

Free Radical & Radiation Biology 
 B180 ML, (319) 335-8039, http://www.uiowa.edu/~frrbp/ 

Director: Douglas Spitz, PhD, Professor of Radiation Oncology 
 B180-E ML, douglas-spitz@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Apollina Goel, PhD, Assistant Professor of Radiation 
 4234 MERF, (319) 384-4754, apollina-goel@uiowa.edu 

Program Assistant: Laura Hefley, B180 ML, (319) 335-8019, laura-hefley@uiowa.edu 
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Genetics 
 314 BB, (319) 335-3603, http://genetics.grad.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Daniel Eberl, PhD, Associate Professor of Biology 
 259 BB, daniel-eberl@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Rob Cofnell, PhD, Associate  Professor of Anatomy & Cell Biology 
 1-400D BSB, (319) 335-8908, robert-cornell@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Anita Kafer, 1186 ML, (319) 335-9968, anita-kafer@uiowa.edu 
  
Human Toxicology 
 219 IREH, (319) 335-4554, http://toxicology.grad.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Larry Robertson, PhD, Professor of Occupational & Environ Health 
 219 IREH, larry-robertson@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Larry Robertson, PhD, Professor of Occupational & Environ Health 
 219 IREH, (319) 335-4554, larry-robertson@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Pat Ramstad, 234 IREH, (319) 335-4419, patricia-ramstad@uiowa.edu 
  
Immunology 
 1190 ML, (319) 335-7748, http://immuno.grad.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Gail Bishop, PhD, Professor of Microbiology 
 2193B MERF, gail-bishop@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Nick Zavazava, PhD, Professor of Internal Medicine 
 C42 E6 GH, (319) 384-6577, nicholas-zavazava@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Paulette Scheler, 1188 ML, (319) 335-7748, paulette-scheler@uiowa.edu 
  
 

Microbiology 
 3-403 BSB, (319) 335-7810, http://www.uiowa.edu/microbiology/ 

Head: Michael Apicella, MD, Professor of Microbiology 
 3-403B BSB, michael-apicella@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Tim Yahr, PhD, Associate Professor of Microbiology 
 540B EMRB, (319) 335-9688, tim-yahr@uiowa.edu 

Departmental Assistant: Linda Riggan, 3-403 BSB, (319) 335-7810, linda-riggan@uiowa.edu 
  
Molecular & Cellular Biology 
 1190 ML, (319) 335-7748, http://molcellbio.grad.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Jackie Bickenbach, PhD, Assoc Professor of Anatomy & Cell Biology 
 1-251 BSB, jackie-bickenbach@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Jon Houtman, PhD, Assistant Professor of Microbiology 
 2110 MERF, (319) 335-7780, jon-houtman@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Paulette Scheler, 1188 ML, (319) 335-7748, paulette-scheler@uiowa.edu 
  
Molecular Physiology & Biophysics 
 5-660 BSB, (319) 335-7802, http://www.physiology.uiowa.edu/ 

Head: Kevin Campbell, PhD, Professor of Molecular Physiology & Biophysics 
 4283 CBRB, kevin-campbell@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Michael Wright, PhD, Assistant Professor, Molecular Physiology & 
Biophysics 

 5-660 BSB, (319) 384-1764, michael-e-wright@uiowa.edu 
Departmental Administrator: Karen Horner, 5-660 BSB, (319) 335-7844, karen-horner@uiowa.edu 
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Neuroscience 
 1190 ML, (319) 335-9968, http://neuroscience.grad.uiowa.edu/ 

Chair: Daniel Tranel, PhD, Professor of Neurology 
 2206 RCP, daniel-tranel@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Steve Green, PhD, Professor of Biology 
 238 BB, (319) 335-1612, steven-green@uiowa.edu 

Program Associate: Anita Kafer, 1186 ML, (319) 335-9968, anita-kafer@uiowa.edu 
  
 

Pharmacology 
 2-471 BSB, (319) 335-7965, 

http://www.healthcare.uiowa.edu/pharmacology/ 
Interium Head: Donna Hammond, PhD, Professor of Anesthesia 

 2-454 BSB, donna-hammond@uiowa.edu 
Admissions Chair: Stefan Strack, PhD, Associate Professor of Phamacology 

 2-432 BSB, (319) 384-4439, stefan-strack@uiowa.edu 
Departmental Assistant: Sue Birely, 2-471 BSB, (319) 335-7946, susan-birely@uiowa.edu 

  
Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation Science 
 1-252 MEB, (319) 335-9791, 

http://www.healthcare.uiowa.edu/physicaltherapy/index.html 
Director: Richard K. Shields, PT, PhD, Professor of Physical Therapy & 

Rehabilitation Science 
 1-254 MEB, richard-shields@uiowa.edu 

Admissions Chair: Glenn Williams, PhD, PT, ATC, SCS, Assistant Professor of Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation Science 

 1-247 MEB, (319) 335-6985, glenn-williams@uiowa.edu 
Departmental Assistant: Judy Biderman, 1-251 MEB, (319) 335-6651, judy-biderman@uiowa.edu 

 
 


