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Contributors These Guidelines were developed with the assistance of 12 individuals 
representing various disciplines across lowa, coordinated by Sue Baker, 
Autism Services Consultant to the State of lowa. 

Background in April, 1995, the Area Education Agencies' Special Education Directors' Task 
Force on Autism created an action plan to develop a statewide strategy for 
addressing the issues governing the provision of special education and 
related services for children with autism* and it's spectrum disorders. 

Purpose Guidelines objective: 

Develop Guidelines for best practice in assessment and educational 
programming for students with autism 
Apply Guidelines to  train Autism Resource Teams - Iowa's specialty 
teams that provide services to local lowa schools 

These Guidelines focus on: 
Assessment of individualized student needs 
Program planning 

These Guidelines do not focus on: 
The diagnosis of autism 

These Guidelines establish: 
A standard for ongoing training provided by the Regional Autism 
Services Program and equity of services across rural, less populated 
areas, and urban, and metropolitan regions. 

Progress Numerous review processes were developed to  monitor progress and 
Monitoring consider feedback from community agencies. Community agencies included: 

Institutes of higher education 
Administrative law judges 
Protection and advocacy 
Various others 




