
Supplement: Iowa Best Practice Guidelines ECSE Supplement for 
Those with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Introduction This document i s  meant to accompany: 

Best Practice Guidelines for Program Planning for Those with Autism 
and Related Disorders 
Assessment of Persons Suspected to Have or Diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 

Purpose The accompanying document addresses issues specific to children 0-6 who 
display learning patterns similar to children with autism spectrum disorders. 

This document clarifies the application of the best practice documents as 
they impact services for children 0-6 and their families. 

It reflects the work of the state wide Early Childhood Special Education 
(ECSE) Autism Planning Group. 

Planning In considering planning for young children with autism and related disorders, 
Considerations best practices in early childhood need to  be considered. 
for Best 
Practices for It is important to develop services that are individually appropriate 
Autism addressing the language, social, and behavioral needs of young children with 

autism and related disorders while accessing the least restrictive 
environment. 

Teams must plan for and teach skills and behaviors necessary for young 
children to access less restrictive environments or in the case of a child, birth 
to three, the natural environment. 














