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	Policy and Procedure Manual

	Engineering Services – Failure of Power Supply                 C-104



	
	

	SUBJECT/TITLE:
	Failure of Power Supply

	
	

	PURPOSE:
	To restore electrical power

	
	


 A. The Main Switchboards within the University of Iowa Hospital Complex contain secondary branch breakers.  These breakers serve various loads for different areas throughout the hospital.  Tripping these breakers causes loss of electrical power to whatever they are powering.  If the branch breaker is supplying power to a transfer switch, it will sense the loss of power and start the emergency generator set associated with the transfer switch.


Listed below are some recommended steps to follow for this type of main branch breaker tripping.


1.
AREA WITH LOSS OF ELECTRICAL POWER




a. Go to the area involved with the loss of power and check to see just 


what is out of power.


2.
DETERMINE WHAT POWER IS OUT




a. Determine if it is a loss of Normal Power or Emergency Power and if it 


is just a circuit or the Breaker Panel out of power.


3.
TRIPPED BRANCH BREAKER IN SWITCHBOARD




a. If you find that the loss of electrical power is due to a tripped branch 


breaker, try first to reset the breaker. 




b.  If the breaker will not reset, but goes to the tripped 




position again, stop and do not attempt to reset it at 
this time.


4.
LINES OF COMMUNICATION




a. Notify the Electrical Craft Shop Supervisor at 356-2582, or page him 


(131-9141), to inform him of the situation. 




b. If he cannot be reached, contact the Operations Manager Chuck Weno
                          at 319-356-1918 or 631-6019



c. You will also need to notify the Service Center (Number 159) and 


Safety and Security at 356-2658, or by radio. 




d. Advise the affected area what you have found and that you have 



requested assistance.


5.
RESTORE BRANCH BREAKER LINE




a. Before resetting the tripped breaker, it is necessary to clear all 



downstream loads from the riser line.  




b. Shut off all loads of the riser line and then proceed to reset the tripped 


breaker. 




c. If the breaker resets, then check all load breakers downstream and 


isolate any that cause any tripping of the branch breaker.


6.
AFTER BRANCH BREAKER IS RESTORED




a. After the branch breaker is reset and electrical power is restored, notify 


the area involved if there are any power circuits that need to be 



repaired and they feed in that area.  




b. Also notify Safety and Security, the Operations Manager, 


             about what is restored and what is not restored. 




c.  If any repairs will be necessary to restore the complete system to its full 

use, notify all personnel and let them know when these will be complete.

B. Remember, these procedures may not be able to be followed in the exact order that they are written.  Every power supply loss is a little different.  It depends greatly on the area involved with the power loss; the people working in the area, the severity of the loss, and the length of time the power will be out.  The main thing to remember is to stay calm and do your job to the best of your ability.

C. Related and Supporting Documentation


1. Utilities Management Program, Engineering Services Policy C-001


2. Safety Reference Card


3. On Call and Call Back Procedures, Engineering Services Policy A-115

Source: UI Healthcare Engineering Services
Date effective: July1, 1995
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