Policy Statement B-207

Attachment

Procedure for Entering Non-Permit Confined Spaces

Under no circumstances shall UIHC Engineering Services personnel enter Non-permit confined spaced without following the procedure below.

Team Work

Never work in a confined space alone, use the buddy system and be in contact with each other at all times.

Securing the Area

Insure the area is properly secured by using barricades, cones, and safety tape as needed.

Confined Space Atmospheric Testing

Test the confined space atmosphere for ten minutes to insure the atmosphere is safe.  Use the detector stored in BT0034 to do the testing.  This 4-way detector will test for combustibles, oxygen, hydrogen sulfide, and carbon monoxide.  Once you have determined the atmosphere is safe, you must continuously monitor the space to insure a safe atmosphere until the job is complete.


If the alarm sounds, leave the area immediately and inform your supervisor of the problem.  Do not re-enter the space until the problem has been determined and resolved.

Ventilation

You must ventilate at all times if your work project inside a confined space could make the air unsafe.  The types of projects you must ventilate for are hot work (welding, cutting or soldering), painting, coating, or using solvents.  The need for general ventilation that would increase the comfort of the entrant is to be determined by the entrant.

Break Periods

When working in Non-permit confined spaces, the frequency and length of break periods may be changed because of the working conditions.  The break determination should be discussed by the entrant and their supervisor.

Rescue

If rescue is needed, UIHC Safety and Security must be contacted.  (If using a UIHC house phone, dial 195.)

